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Julv 31. 2008

The Honorable George W. Bush
Presidenl ofthe UDited States
'Ihe White Housc
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write this Iefter asking for your personal intenention to use your exclusive authority
gjver 10 /ou undgr Articlo ll, Section 2 oi the Constjtution and commule the sentences of
U.S. Border Patrol agents Josc Compean and Ignacio Ramos.

As you know. these two agents were prosecuted and convicted lbr shooting an illegal
alien drug smuggler near the U.S. - Mgxico border in Texas and were sentenced to ovel
ten years in prison. They have been imprisoned now for almost two yeaN

Yesterday, the United States Court ofAppeals for the Fifth Circuit rendered its decision
on the two agenls' appcals and upheld tho most serious yet the most unjusti{ied charge;
one that carics a mandatory l0 ygar minimum sentence for the use ofa firearm. Clearly,
we fecl thc law was misapplied and law enforcemenl otlicers who are on duty and during
the pursuit or apprehension ofan individual who they believed had committed a crime
should bc an cxception. l'he severity ofthe charges and the harshness olthe punishment
is totally disproportionate 10 the violalion in qucstion.

!'urthcr, this decision and the national attention given this case has had a demoralizing
effect on the men and women who delend America a1 our border while at the same time
sends the right message to the criminals segking to do our nation harm. Our border
agents must not have hesitation before using their weapons in defense ofour laws and
borders from dangerous criminals. The results ofthis incident are unfortunate yet the
unintended consequences stemming from it ffe far reaching and one that warrants your
immediate intervention to restore salely and sscurity at the border.

We thcrefore again and respectfully ask, especially as you near the end ofyour
administmtion, lo oorrect this injustioe that has occurred during youl presidelcy and
commute the sentences of U.S. Border Patrol agents Jose Compean and Ignacio Ramos.
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